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Length of Service 
30 Years 

Yolanda Lytton 

Mavis Moore 

Patricia Peebles 

15 Years 

Crystal Smoot-Dulin 

10 Years 

Tom Beckom 

Tommy Eads 

Gregory Bruner 

Reginald Nichols 

Tammy Pendleton 

5 Years 

Doug Akers 

Hurley Casstevens 

Morgan Harrison 

Linda Light 

March 25, 2023 

YVEDDI Meals On The 5K/10K Run  

The race was a smashing success.  

We had 105 runners, 23 volunteers PLUS an unknown number of 

volunteers from Central Surry Fire Department, Dobson Rescue 

Squad, Dobson Fire Department, Dobson Police Department, and 

Surry County Sheriff’s Department.  

There were 30 sponsors and more than $9,000 generated for home

-delivered meals.  

(cont. next page) 

Thank you for years of dedicated service! 
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YVEDDI Meals On The Run 

March 25, 2023 

Chief Shawn Myers, Dobson Police Department, thank you for all you do to coordinate officers, rescue 

personnel, and fire departments to keep our runners and volunteers safe.  

Thank you for caring about the homebound seniors in Surry County. We appreciate you very much.  

Also thanks to officers Larrie Robinson, Jake Lavesque, Joel Gonzalez, Zack Yarborough, Will Perdue, 
Connor Letendre, Colt Davis, and Tony Nance. We appreciate you giving up a Saturday morning to keep 

us safe. 

Thank you to all the volunteers and YVEDDI staff that helped make this possible! 

Yadkin Valley Senior Center 

April 2023 

We had an extra fun day today. We had a guest speaker from Yadkin 

EMS (not pictured) then bingo, a potluck lunch, Easter egg hunting, 

shot a little pool and most of all spent time with each other.  
May 2, 2023 

Yadkin County Senior Center 

Flag Dedication Day  



July 

Ashley Hiatt 7/2 

Crystal Smoot-Dulin 7/5 

Tom Beckom 7/6 

Roger Willard 7/8 

Alan Moxley 7/10 

Alan Pilcher 7/10 

Robert Freeman 7/13 

Sheila Harris 7/17 

Donna Kingsland 7/17 

Rhonda Wrenn 7/17 

Morgan Lang 7/21 

Martha Jones 7/25 

Cristina Alonzo 7/27 

Otis Hill 7/27 

Meaghan Pell 7/27 

Randall Walker 7/27 

August 

James Bonello 8/3 

Getzemani  Pineda 8/5 

Clara Berrum Urquiza 8/15 

Carol Marino 8/16 

Iaisha Oliver 8/23 

Karl Allen 8/24 

Melanie Poteat 8/25 

Elisha Harris 8/28 

Glenn Hunt Jr. 8/29 

May your Birthday and every day 

be filled with smiles, laughter, love 

and cheer. 

Welcome Aboard! 

September 

Ramona Rios 9/1 

Sammie Clement 9/7 

Glenda Hatcher 9/13 

Mavis Moore 9/14 

Emily Mauck 9/15 

Gina Gregory 9/16 

Edward McDaniels 9/16 

Glennadean Tenney 9/16 

Zany Gray 9/19 

Crystal Williams 9/19 

Stephen Harris 9/21 

Rebecca Smith 9/21 

Darry Groce 9/23 

Lisa Money 9/23 

Tammy Pendleton 9/25 

Lindsey Gravley 9/26 

Carrie Gooden 9/27 

Yolanda Lytton 9/27 

Rita Crutchfield 9/28 

Lori Moore 9/28 

Lynn Wall 9/29 

Jeff Cockerham 9/30 

MAY YOU BE PROUD OF THE WORK YOU DO THE PERSON YOU 

ARE AND THE DIFFERENCE YOU MAKE 
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Danny Cockerham Driver 

Shaquedra Davis Driver 

Nathan Debord Driver 

Antonio DelGadillo Weatherization Technician 

Maria Galicia HS Family Advocate 

Carrie Gooden Nutrition Site Manager 

Gary Hicks Driver 

Leticia King Assistant Teacher 

Linda Light Teacher 

Crystal Williams Assistant Finance Director 

Timothy Zach Weatherization Technician 

In Memory... 

Mr. Larry Dale Utt Sr. 

3/25/1950 - 6/4/2023 



Holiday Schedule 

July 4th 

Independence Day 

 

September  4 

Labor Day 

Resource Reminder: 
 

For your convenience,  
employees may access YVEDDI's 

Facebook page for news and events 
or policies and procedures at 

www.yveddi.com.   
Please consult your supervisor if 

you need a password for the  
website staff page.   

YVEDDI documents and forms can 
be downloaded from the P: drive.  

Reminder: Please do not leave your 
information on the forms. 

Newsletter Editor:  Donna Rutledge, Communications Specialist 
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Mission Statement 

Dedicated to improving the 

lives of individuals and  

families in Davie, Stokes,  

Surry, and Yadkin Counties 

through a variety of  

programs and partnerships to 

build stronger   

communities. 

Volunteer  Opportunities Available Call YVEDDI R.S.V.P at (336) 415-4247 

April 2023 
Yadkin Valley Senior Center 
Fresh fruit and vegetables! Shallow Ford 
Foundation and Gonzales’ produce for the 
win! This month we were blessed to send 
out 30 servings to each of our homebound 
folks. Decreasing food insecurity in our 
community, with an apple a day. 300 lbs. 

of produce delivered this week! 

April 2023 
YVEDDI Pilot Mountain Senior Center, 
YVEDDI Yadkin County Senior Center, 
YVEDDI RSVP, and YVEDDI Surry County 
Senior Center were represented at the 
Senior Health Fair at Reeves Community 

Center!  

June 18, 2023 
Yadkin Valley Senior Center 
We had a great turnout for a Vaya Health 
program followed by what else?? BINGO. 
Our folks love a good game of BINGO. It’s 
good to hear them laughing again although 
they are not always happy with me when I 

walk through and randomly yell BINGO!  

May 2023 
Yadkin Valley Senior Center 
We have a new helper in our garden. His name is “Mac”. He 
has several years of gardening and farming experience. He is 
trying to share his secrets to “raising up a good crop” and Ivan 
is always eager to see how the garden is growing and checks 

in as often as he can.  

http://www.yveddi.com


Remembering in Prayer 

Board 

Mickey Cartner’s wife Cathy 

Marion Welborn’s wife June 

Danny Royall having health issues 

 

Staff 

Larry Utt, Surry TSP Driver passed away suddenly on June 4th 

Doug Cockerham, TSP Driver involved in accident 

Sherman Smith, TSP Driver lost his wife after a surgery 

Rhonda Beavers, Senior Services – still recovering from an accident 

Barbara Smith, Head Start- recovering from knee replacement 

Bristol Mitchem, Head Start –son in car accident 4-14-23 

Michelle Edwards, Head Start- sister had foot amputation 

Donna Sims, Head Start – daughter-in-law hospitalized in ICU for  

unknown illness 

 

Other things to pray for:  

The Agency, Board, Staff, and their families 

The people we serve 

Our government 

March 30, 2023 
Congratulations to Yadkin 

Valley Senior Center  
manager, Sandra Johnson 
on her graduation from the 
Ann Johnson Institute for 

Senior Center  
Management!  

Way to go, Sandra!  

June 2023 
Yadkin County Senior Center 

#engAGED What do you do to stay socially engaged?  
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https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/engaged?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXU-LmDzMGkyKwilVWnJsa9jlKfY6x-x21owA-tbb1xUE1CwiIlEO1x6tbC4ENhY8NQTiQAkb03R-AOMsmQzjiJAuav_x1XmwTmpUpLcdyu8Lxhhm5W9wMAd2NmcfA3QSbDUiKo7mfD_-Ja0JGk6mkj0hXppn-dHDqA46ompfHvH_ZxiJCEikHoh_v_IlA0A


June 14, 2023 
East Bend Senior Center 

Flag Day 2023 

Flag Day is a day to celebrate the adoption of the flag of the United States on 
June 14, 1777 by the Second Continental Congress. Flag Day was officially 
established by an Act of Congress in 1949, after President Woodrow Wilson 
issued a proclamation in 1916. The idea of Flag Day originated from a Wis-
consin teacher named Bernard Cigrand in 1885. He led his school in the first 
formal observance of the holiday and continued to promote respect for the 
flag throughout his life.  
 
The ladies and Aileen did a great job. So thankful for our US Flag and what it 

means to the men and women whom fought for it  
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Celebrating the Journey… 

A Fond Farewell 

Vivian Easter, Teacher at Jones III, retired on June 

8th after 19 years of service.  Vivian has been a dedi-

cated employee to the Head Start Program and over 

the years has prepared an estimated 350 children for 

kindergarten.  Vivian will be missed by the children, 

their families and her co-workers.  We wish her the 

best in her retirement and hope that she gets to en-

joy lots of rest and relaxation! 

Congratulations, Vivian! 

Welcome to the Head Start Administrative Office 

Amanda Hairston, Teacher at London Head Start, was 

promoted to the position of Education Supervisor in 

June.  She will now be working at the HSAO in Boon-

ville.  Amanda comes to the position highly qualified as 

she has earned her BS Degree in B-K and also holds a 

Master of Education- Early Childhood Education.  We 

are pleased to have Amanda join our admin team and 

look forward to working with her in her new position.   

Welcome aboard, Amanda! 

Congratulations on your  
retirement and enjoy the 
world of possibilities ahead of 
you! All your hard work has 
finally paid off! Enjoy having 
the time to do all the things 
you've always wanted to do. 
Now that you're retired, hope 
you'll have time for all you've 

got planned! 

Kathy Payne,  

Executive Director 
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Congratulations to Waylon J. for being the 
lucky recipient of a new bike and helmet 
from our Enrollment Sign-Up Days prize 
drawing. The family resides in Surry 
County and mom is a former Head Start 
participant with fond memories of the pro-
gram. We are still enrolling for the upcom-
ing 23-24 school year. Enjoy riding bikes 

with your brother Waylon!  

Yadkin Valley Senior Center 
April 2023 
We enjoyed a presentation from Yadkin County’s Deputy 
O’Leary and Dispatcher Sheila Riding. We learned about what 
happens when you call 911. Most of us didn’t realize how many 
people are involved in a call. We had a great question and an-
swer session. Then we had a few games of bingo for the ones 

that can stand the excitement.  

June 2023 
Yadkin Valley Senior Center 
Look at all that nutritious goodness! Love being able to 
send this out to our homebound folks. BIG THANKS to 
Shallow Ford Foundation and Gonzale’s Produce for 
helping to accomplish the goal of reducing food insecuri-
ty in our community.  

375 pounds of produce was delivered this week! 

May 2023 
Yadkin Valley Senior Center 
This is one of the ladies from 
our Prayer Shawl Ministry. 
This is her 600th completed 
prayer shawl! Pat Bryant, you 
are amazing. Thank you for 
your constant dedication to 
serving others. We appreciate 

you!  

June 2023 
Yadkin Valley Senior Center 
Our quilters were at it again this 
morning! They gifted our very own 
Butch Casstevens with a Quilt of 
Valor. Thank you for your service 

to our country Butch!  



Please submit your news-worthy articles and 

pictures to drutledge@yveddi.com 

▪ Outstanding Achievements of an Employee 

▪ Employee/Volunteer of the Month or Year 

▪ Engagements/Weddings/Births 

▪ Special Events 

▪ Favorite Recipes 

▪ Quotes/Jokes 
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Inequity Statement 

YVEDDI is deeply disturbed 

by the recent racial  

injustice and violence.  We 

have always stood for equal 

treatment, inclusion, mutual 

respect, and strive to  

empower people to lead 

more successful lives.  We 

are committed to doing our 

part to reduce inequality in 

our communities. 

Head Start 
April 2023 
Congratulations to our Survey winner!  Marty A. of the Danbury classroom located in 
Stokes County won a new bike.  Thank you to all that participated in the Early Head Start 
survey.  There are still a couple months left of school and Danbury currently has openings 
for your 3- or 4-year-old.   

Have fun Marty! 

Pilot Mountain Senior Center 
April 2023 
We had a great time making a salad in a bowl with RT Robin Portis and her helper Carole Ford!!!  
A BIG thank you N.C. Extension Master Gardeners for coming & teaching us about how to grow our 

own food.  

May 2023 
Yadkin Valley Senior Center 
We had a great night celebrating Older Americans Month. For dinner, we 
had subs and banana splits! We discussed a few facts about aging. For 
example, in 2021, 21% percent of the population in Yadkin County was 65 
or older and it is estimated that number will be 24% by 2041. (Yadkin 

County North Carolina Aging Profile 2021)  

We honored our most senior person who attends the center, Christina 
Smith. She is pretty awesome. She enjoys playing Bingo, playing Rook 
and going out to eat with her friends. She loves God and her family. We 

are blessed to have her here.  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/149956088213/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUM2IK2bhXSbOKQRZnzed7xWyNFRZDO0zB-3upfp3cpq3gqKrwHzie4UD_6hckR4K2a6WXhAFj3zqXDRJN1dTS7CjhHDOqYbPrReBlXvydAA-4vxHgKBAZNiPuTGezuLVor9iN_mIVqvYajdkNNoZcMGxwqzkGMILMBt8GEB2agwIH8yGgRL9dwMh5uyD0Yj4U&__
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Pilot Mountain Senior Center 
April 20, 2023 
The Sing A Long “Country Livin’ “ 
was wonderful. A BIG thank you to 
Willie & Judy Chambers for coming 

to share your talents with us.  

Congratulations to the 
Bohannon family for  

winning a brand new bike 
at the Little Folks Festival 

held at Mount Olive  

Elementary School. 

  
The Bohannon’s have 

two children that attended 
Head  Start. Have fun 

and we hope to see you 

this fall  

June 17, 2023 
Yadkin Valley Senior Center 
We had an impromptu Prayer Shawl dedi-
cation. These ladies have made 94 prayer 
shawls for Mtn. Valley Hospice since our 
last dedication. We are so proud of them all 
for their dedication to serving others. For 
those who are not aware, Mtn. Valley Hos-
pice gives a prayer shawl to their patients 

as a reminder that they are loved. Our ladies pray for the person who will be receiving the 
prayer shawl while they are making it. When they complete several, we have a dedication. We 
gather around the table and pray for God’s comfort and peace to surround the person and their 
family in the midst of their battle. There is no requirement to join us. We meet on Wednesday’s 

at 1:00pm.  

May 2023 
Pilot Mountain Senior Center 
A big thanks to RT Portis & Sharon 
Johnson for coming and sharing the 

“Berries n a Basket” with our seniors.  

June 3, 2023 
Yadkin Valley Senior Center 

Shout Out to our Quilters on their first Quilt Show! They did an excellent job.  Thank you Ladies (and Jay) for all you do.  

June 5, 2023 
Yadkin County Senior Center 

Quarter Bingo  

https://www.facebook.com/rt.portis?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZW4m5Zcc-m4yaHXOJYDYxeD4zrSPJ2jys8StSZH-Owklk8-I3tibt67GO3FaEZnrnZu7xkwowKvGw8sPL25Y7o4R7vV6OJf7aK_znbpeyBNnFopDdLCo0Ote9ZRMEj7utPqicdQSK1hULSD-2KcHozK6qB9dqNlWKLMXsE7MsEzGzuicnwUWVOeiBND9YO0WbU&__tn__=-%5dK-
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